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* Humanities under attack

« Japanese University Humanities and
Social Sciences Programs Under
Attack

« Japan's humanities chop sends shivers
down academic spines
Japan’s Education Ministry Says to Axe
Social Science and Humanities

REMEORDL

« Japan Dumbs Down Its Universities

+ The Japanese Government’s Attack on the
Humanities and Social Sciences

« Japanese Gov’t Encourages Unis to Cut
Humanities, Social Sciences

« Japan Rethinks Higher Education in Skills
Push - Liberal arts will be cut back in favor of
business programs that emphasize research
or vocational training
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: e L. . Featured Jobs
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Environmental
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Electricity Supply

NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY
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Postdoctoral Fellow

By lack Growe Position in Power @NTNU
Twitter: @jgro the Electronics Reliability

NORWEGIAN UNIVERSITY OF
SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Times Higher Education

* 14 September 2015
 Based on Yomiuri account

« “Of the 60 national universities that offer
courses in these disciplines, 26 have
confirmed that they will either close or scale
back their relevant faculties at the behest of
Japan’s government, according to a survey
of university presidents by the Yomiuri
Shimbun.




Times Higher Education

« The call to close the liberal arts and social
science faculties are believed to be part of wider
efforts by prime minister Shinzo Abe to promote
what he has called “more practical vocational
education that better anticipates the needs of
society”.

* However, it is likely to be connected with
ongoing financial pressures on Japanese
universities, linked to a low birth rate and falling
numbers of students, which have led to many
institutions running at less than 50 per cent of
capacity.

Jack Grove

* [l]s a reporter covering issues affecting
careers in higher education .... He has a
BA in English from the University of Bristol,
and previously worked on newspapers
including the Cambridge News and the
Peterborough Evening Telegraph.
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o BHDTROZ-ERFICARICEATHEETELS
EEDARRK
- BRICEI 5EMM# O
— BAREEAHELZL
- BB HFOEMMBLEL
- &
— Japan and the social sciences: behind the
headlines
- BIaf-HGUOREL
— BEAESRREELERLTTOTE5I AMDEL
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* Reconsider the Closure of Social Sciences
and Humanities Faculties in Japan
— Andrew Smith change.org
~1704 E&%& (2016.11.3)
— HAfr
« THRHEXMNIEL IZBELTHS

o BiEMNTEIE IBEEZEYRLTEIMD B ARELZIEH
LTAS (2015.10.9)

- :: 331 g
s |MEE?
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« “86 university were covered by his
decree.”
— BH1(Xdecree((E ) TIXALY
- AXHEZRFE - FRANGOELICER
— TR IDNKRETHNIE—YBRELEAKR. BX
DEFEH 15755
-BAX&E"?
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* We believe that research and teaching in fields
such as economics, international relations, law,
history, foreign languages, and the many other
disciplines affected by this decision contributes
to the wealth and power of a country in
numerous ways.

— gggu@ﬁkﬁ%ﬁ%ﬂﬂjEf%h‘?ﬁ?ﬁﬂ%}ﬁﬁiuﬁt
\

— SSJ (Social Science Japan Forum)(Zt=fz— A D4 E
A& (Paul Midford)h LD FEZTEHELT-
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Andrew Smith

« Liverpool University #Z&58 (HX)

* The jobs of many of our Japanese
colleagues are at stake, since most
Japanese business historians work in the

affected departments. “ (Posted to H-Net 21
September 2015)

o FH-FEBELLISERE

s BRELEMLGOICBAROERREICEN?

+  H-Netld B ABEEZE DMailserve

15

Andrew Smith

» “Japan's current education minister is
intent to [sic] closing all of the humanities,
economics, law, and social science
departments in the country's public sector
universities....”

— E3I != “public sector”

— BAR®public sector
« N3 (EBIL-BRIL-FFIL-THIL)
« B3z

- BADSFHEREICREM

16




ELLVESNO#HuE

+ Kenn Nakata Steffensen, Japan and the
social sciences: behind the headlines,
Times Higher (30 September 2015)
—-RETEEKTRY
— EHRINT-

17

ELLVEBS DFhE

* Preston Phro, Are Japan’s national
universities actually getting rid of their
humanities departments? RocketNews24
(30 September 2015)

— RocketNews24 (37 = A= 2B A 2V RE
LY (W
—FERTLUIFHEDITIEA !
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 Jeff Kingston, "Japanese University Humanities
and Social Sciences Programs Under Attack",
The Asia-Pacific Journal, Vol. 13, Issue 39, No.
1, September 28, 2015.
- KR
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B DHLFIZIEZ

* “The message is that humanities and social
sciences facultiesand graduate schools ought to
be scrapped and transformed to that of natural
sciences, which are more necessary for society”;

* “MEXT places emphasis only on practical
sciences of immediate utility and thinks
humanities and social sciences are
unimportant”;

+ “MEXT thinks that academic disciplines related
to the humanities and social sciences are not
needed for national universities.”

23

AN OF] i ] ey e

» All of the above are in fact untrue.

» [W]e already have a policy to “abolish” courses
in the teacher training universities and faculties
which do not focus on acquisition of a teacher
certificate.... €O%EIE

« Academia and society have pointed out that
humanities and social sciences have had
specialized disciplines that are overly
segmented and that more could be done in
education so that students can better acquire
skills to survive out in the world.... FE=E{K
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B DHLFIZIEZ

« Some national universities have already begun
to tackle such challenges in a proactive manner.

+ After the redefining of the missions was
completed in FY2013, a total of 15% of all
departments, or 226 departments (of which
teacher training, humanities and social sciences
account for 89) were reorganized or are being
planned to be done so by FY2016 .

o EEQERLTHLLIETEFHZL
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« XREILBEMIATLE: EOXNR. BEBRRODA H
SRMYXFE RBEICEHEE. BEETET
— http://mainichi.jp/articles/20150927/ddm/041/100/066000c

s ZOHRAMINIE-EZHEEDHREST. XHADIELFLY
7 EBRE. SEHEFRRENIONHEIChE>TEADIE
E1ZHBAL, TOBEIEXIS5T,

[REZE, FEDFRINRHCKHREESOINEFTALE
[THIEESE, FD=OIZIFS DD FEETLILD D,
FELITBDLTHEY, FICHEBRRIIHERFNGE
ERFHELGVW—BOREEZRILETDEAL, AXH
SRFRE. EMLHNBECHMESN T, 2CDIF1 L
LTW3, BT AAMEBHLFRAETCEREEISIVLE]
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Climb down? Back down?

+ Climb down — 5|E T M5

« Back down — #i[E]3 %
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ESAVA 17.56% 8.4% 8.2% 35.7% 4.9%
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A 77.4% 86.2% 87.7% 63.1% 86.8%

36




MEYUELE?

IEI_Lj(%liki*i‘“%h\ll‘ﬁl,\_&{—j:a;rﬁu’-—=

&Eﬁli@lﬁxilﬁt\ﬁéﬂ)ﬁhf%u

— FMBAEEHZ TE LML

BlxELY~?

- j@(gotmm Bz IEHEEEBDOREREANDY EK
%

BIXTE#AXICEDL?

— IylarvRKE
BIXEEFHUNEABENZIN?
— B &YI Y a R

37

AXHZRESTIDIX

s XHEBDDEE

—-AXE: HF XF BEFE £FE AXMME
B XEAFEF

- EEE. EFE E&/n% BEE BEF
S DEZRE HEBE

. AK*i‘%BT&JJ:b“ZIK%t‘d’#L(i

— WKL ?
—IBARILEMR ?

38




% HITOTSUBASHI Qnome Qprrecrions & Mars (Ysire 42 §) ConTacr us

UNIVERSITY € jomese Qcuvest ) Lonew A
Prospeciive Students Current Students Alurmni & Donors Visitors
ABOUT Us 5 & SCHOOLS ] RESEARCH LIBRARIES CAMPUS LIFE
HONE » Anoutls > Hitatsubashi At A Glance Q paint
Ahout Us
Hitotsubashi At A Glance -
» About the University
» Hitotsubashi At A Glance

Hitotsuashi University is a national university corporation, and is the only uniersiy in Japan to specialize
Exclusively Inthe fumaniies and social sciences. Since its foundaton, Hiatsuoashi has been at the forefront of * History
Japan'sinnovation. It has been a powerhause for generations of Japan's globally active businss [Eacers as well
85 @ research hub producing cutting-edge research in the global academic network of the social sciences

» Vigw Ourvideo

» ntemational Collahoration
| Esblihed » iessage fom e Presisent
175 » Hision Statement

® Facts and Figures
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AXtt&% ! = Liberal Education

Liberal Education is an approach to
learning that empowers individuals and
prepares them to deal with complexity,
diversity, and change. It provides students
with broad knowledge of the wider world
(e.g. science, culture, and society) as well
as in-depth study in a specific area of
interest.
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HSS Teaches You to Think
HSSOffi{E - &R - Fhi I SEH

Abe government trying to eliminate

programs that “teach you to think”
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Critical thinking != only criticism
REEYRAE !

63

CRREE R HOMHENET

o IR—LR—T
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Contact Information

EMAIL: ehkuso@gmail.com
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