Reading Notes for 15 June

Key terms/concepts

1. Backlash

2. “Battle in Seattle”

3. Groundswell

4. Fast World

Thinking Points

1. Recently, there have been many protests against globalization, including protests at the 1999 WTO Summit in Seattle (Battle in Seattle), the Davos World Economic Forum, and at the recent Meetings in Canada to promote future trade agreements in the Americas.  What are the protesters’ main problems with globalization?  Do you agree or disagree with their agenda(s)?  Why or why not?

2. If there is such a backlash against globalization, what might be some appropriate responses to address the issues being raised:

a. Concerning the environment?

b. Concerning labor standards in developing countries?

c. Concerning genetically-altered foodstuffs?

