Reading Notes for 22 June

Key terms/concepts

1. Flexible Labor Market

2. Five Gas Station Theory of the World

3. Hyperpower

4. Super-Empowered Angry Man

Thinking/Discussion Points

1. The author attributes the flexible labor market in the US as one of the reasons for competitiveness.  What might change in the future in Japan and other parts of the world to help firms become more competitive?  Can you think of the downside to these trends?

2. As the Japan gas station model moves closer to that of the US, what might be some consequences?  To the price of gas?  To the level/quality of service?

3. Part of the discussion in the book on hyperpower includes elements of cultural imperialism.  What can be done to slow the influences of Americanism throughout the world?  Is it necessary?

